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Flight Test
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1 t are Ionsely termed: ‘NTCA' light aircraft,
: | rﬂpraslant a new age aviator, This is a cool
ividual 25 evidenced by the plethora of

with idaaswakli aﬂarimwm
 buzz of a Rotax enging.
Recreational fiying is at a very different
_place Iha‘nitwas 20 years ago. What we do
- with aur light aaruphna's Iz also dnnﬂmg.
“In South Africa, the concept of cross-border
business flights has all but stopped with
::haap-er airling ra:us prohibitively expensive
airportand i gifees and wholesale and
often misguided embrace of airline standard
procedures. 20 years agoa Cessna 172,
182 or 210 buyer would be mindful of an
occasional trip to the Okavango or even to
Zimbabwe and Namibia - the mare daring
aircraft owner may have planned flights to

£

laptop wielding entrepreneurs dressed in .
Chinos, T-shirts, casual shoes and Oakley

i rwng}asses that appear every other year at
.Gam s pine-hall Asro Exhibition. Their
centre of interest seems lo be the swoopy

ha:drop shapes that are fast emerging as
- general aviation's answer to Middle East
. stubborness (read fuel pricas), WS3$45
g dollar spark plugs, airpowered instruments
and expensive and archaic big-bore aero
ines. Throw in an increasingly hungry
tinfrastructure, pedantic and fussy
ork costs and poor service standards,
ising tha iradition flown
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h,%hangad but costs have rocketed. Buyers nf

NTCA asroplanes have shifted from a need
to transport famillies and business associales
to flying for its own sake — thair aircraft can

be easily manhandled out of a hangar and
are safe enough o share the experience

with friends. Importanily, when the switches
are thrown, everything works, including the

airline-standard array of high-technology

gadgets that are part 1 of the recreational pilot's
enoyment.

Satisfying the needs of millenium aircraft
owners has been an explosion of ultralight
aeroplanes — many of them from the fertile
technical minds of disciplined designers
formerly attached o major aerospace
companies. A good number of designs hava

_been born from within areas east of the old
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